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the streets telling of assaults. The next hour an
“extra’’ would say that the Negro had been caught,
identified and hanged. That was the last of it.
Did the newspapers Erotest against lynchings? Not
a bit of it. All of their vitriol was for the “Negro
brute, the-imp from Hell.” Afternoon papers were
filled withethis kind of stuff.

Blaek Journalism. — “The. Atlanta News”
took thediead in the sensationalism on this question.

When nooga mob snatched a black man
from the mgis of the Federal Courtand
lynch _this paper called the mob a patriot
jury, this act and critieized the Supreme

Cour intermeddling in this matter. hen a
mob iff South Carolina, after listening to the plea of
the governor tolet the law take its course, turned
away and lynched a Negro, the “‘News” cheered
lustily, and asked how long it would be before the
men of Georgia and Atlanta would emulate the noble
example of the manl¥ South Carolinians! It fairly
shrieked for blood. It called for the reorganization
of the Ku Klux Klan, the band of midnight marau-
ders, who held the wholeNegro population in terror
in the 70's. 3 ¥
Negro Saloons Closed.—The ¢ity council, in
order to be able to close up all Negro saloons and
restaurants in certain sections of the town, these
having been designated by the papers as the places
where idlers and criminals were created, defined a
dive, as ‘‘any place where men and women congre-
gate together to drink.” If that interpretation had
been strictly enforced, all the leading hotels of At-
Janta would have been closed. But, of course this
was never intended. The aim was to close up all
places where colored people could assemble leisurely
for either drinking or eating. Fora black man to
have a few moments of idleness made him look too
much like a white man. Saturday the authorities
had decided to clean out the thus-defined dives. It
is hard for you to imagine the state of the public
mind on that fateful Saturday afternoon riot. Col-
ored people slipped around the streets in fear and
trembling. The whites were sullen and silent.
Everybody knew that there was deviltry in the air.
The Last Straw.—In this state of the publig
mind, about noon of Saturday, the afternoon pape
came out with an ‘‘extra” with glaring headlines,
telling of an attempt to assault in a neighboring
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Negroes Prohibited from ing 1
arms.—The mayor ordered all hardware stores
saloons closed. Notwithstanding this fact, the'
ware stores were open all the while
crowded with whites, buying firearm
tion. When a colored man tried
asked by two stalwart soldiers ¥
door, what he .ﬁ%‘éd, If he wan
was sent to t.hk; oor to wait on him
was told that he would have
the sheriff. hen the sheriff w
colored man was ; :
being disarmed
gun.

Every colored man on the §
by the soldiers for concealed weapo
found on him, he was sent to the towe. T
might have searched some white men, but
my observarions, I never saw a single case.
Saloon License Revoked.—The council fi
decided to revoke all saloon licenses. One of |
newspapers plainly stated that this was in order to
close the Negro saloons. Any white saloon would
be reopened when it applied for a new license. One
white man, writing to a newspaper in the name ol
the *‘Master” asked that if any saloons be closed,
let them be the white saloons, finally closing his.
letter by saying: ‘“Take care of the white men
boys and God will take care of the Negro as he do
all other brutes.” When I left Atlanta, all th
Negro restaurants and most of their barber s
had been closed. It was said that they afforded th
Negroes a rendezvous for congregating and discuss- =
ing the situation. T
The Answer to Graves.—This brings me to
the place where I must tell you why [ am in Chi-
cago and why I left Atlanta. The morning after
the riot, the “New York World”’ wired editor John
Temple Graves of the “‘Georgian'’ for a statement as
to the cause of the riot. You read Mr. Graves
letter. It charged that there had been a carnival
of rapes in and around Atlanta,”’ that the riot was
thing that was to have been expected under the ci:
cumstances and that the South would have repe
tions of such riots, until the Negroes ceased to ab:
tack white women. He boasted that the “Negm@:;"

had been whipped and humbled ’—which was thi
real purpose of the riot—and would probably be a

right for. the next five ; u 4
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lni;"‘ilf" year. . I stated that a white man, promi-
blonod r? financial circles, . said that in one case
homa-hounds repeatedly lost trail near a white man’s
did se, and so the man prominent in financial circles
2 assert. I said that a white woman cut her own
lool(z)‘at and had a whole community up in arms,
trutll?g fora “burly black brute;’’ and I told the
Before the Police Commission.—~This letter
:?:hwged to the ‘““World.” Whiteqnen concerned
S the matter found out from the telegraph oper-
coms’ who sent the letter. I wassent for by a police
5 m‘SSi(}nel‘, who is a national bank president, and
s questioned about the letter. I was told that if
m‘;rt_)be the letter, I would have to leave the com-
e con:my at once, or suffer such consequences as the
4 munity saw fit to administer. I got out of town
tioqul‘:kly as possible. The next day our circula-
% '}: manager was given the same orders.
i3 urry out of town and leave all of our property.
= e':;e Wway we have got to raise money ta re-establish
The Coming Traged,

i y.—There is an awful
gondmon of things in g']e South. The truth is lit-
dl‘ally gagged and bound and lies prostate in the
(st My people are weighed down with an almost
Dealculable degree of poignant and pathetic misery,

ile mad caps are sweeping us tumultously on to a

tremendous traged )f the extinction
gedy- —the tragedy of the extinc &7y
of the race one day by sword when the Negro'’s

Patience is exhausted, or the tragedy of the cower-
5’38 and dwarfing of a whole
1Sguised slavery shall trimph.
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