
Think Like an Investigator: Exploring Primary Source Materials  

Source #: _______________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Concepts or Ideas 
(List any new ideas, concepts or words you 
read or hear. Investigate their meanings.) 
 

The Basics 
 
What are you looking at, reading or viewing? 
 
 
Who is the author? 
 
 
When was it created? 
 

Make Sense of the Material 
 
What is the main idea? 
 
 
 
Who do you think is the intended audience? 
 
 
 
List a quote that supports your argument about the main idea/audience: 
 
 
 
 

What else is there? 
 
Where do you think you could find out more about this primary source or the issue it presents? 
 
 
What question(s) do you have about the source?  


